
   Blue Damselflies  - 2 on left are Sapphire Rockmasters (Diphlebia coerulescens), on right is an Arrowhead  Rockmaster (D. nymphoides). 
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What a super day at Springbrook, our first full-day walk for 2012.  Twelve eager members participated and the weather 
was just beautiful until mid-afternoon.  Although only 47 bird species were recorded for the day, we saw a variety of 
other wildlife and interesting flora. 

At Apple Tree Park we did a short walk, part of the Gold Coast Hinterland Great 
Walk (www.derm.qld.gov.au/greatwalks).    

The tall majestic gums and understory of tree 
ferns on this walk reminded Julie and Pat of 

Sherbrook Forest in Victoria, a hot spot for the 
beautiful Superb Lyrebird.   

After the walk, we had morning tea and 
enjoyed watching an Eastern Yellow Robin 
feeding, and listening to the lovely calls of a 

White-throated Treecreeper. 

 
 
 

 
 

   
  Fungi on the tracks....   

    
 

http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/greatwalks


   

 
 

 

 

Next, a short drive to the Settlement day-use area, and campground.  The walking track from here is really beautiful 
along Little Nerang Creek with rock pools, cascading waterfalls and lookouts.  The walk continues through rainforest up 
to the Gwongorella picnic area and the old campground.   

 
   Waterfall      -    Seeds of palms on valley floor   -   View from Waterfall      -        Creek at top of falls        -         Rock pools     
 

Along the way in the rock pools we saw tadpoles of the Great-barred Frog   (and they are great-big tadpoles), 
 also Blue Spiny Crayfish.   Other wildlife seen was a Green Tree Snake, Land Mullets(one of the largest members of the 

Skink family),  Lace Monitor, Red-necked  
Pademelon, butterflies and dragonflies.  
We returned on the same track and   
then explored the campground and  
surrounds giving us a total of  
28 bird species for the area  
including a Black-shouldered Kite.   

 
 
A male Cicadabird was a highlight for a few of 
the stragglers who enjoyed hearing him calling 
for a long time on an exposed branch where we 
had quite good views of him.   
We had lunch at the covered picnic tables and 
Susan spotted a rosella which we recorded as  
an Eastern Rosella, possibly a hybrid 
Eastern/ Pale-headed Rosella. 
 

 

      Crimson Rosella                Pied Butcherbird  Noisy Minor  Kookaburra     Noisy Minor Nesting   
  

 



After lunch we drove to ‘The Best of All Lookout’.  A highlight of this walk is the Antarctic Beech Trees (roots over 3000 
years old).  Their trunks were emerald green with thick moss.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The lookout certainly stood up to its’ name, the views over Northern NSW and Mt Warning were stunning. 

 

A Peregrine Falcon spotted by Susan was 
soaring in the thermals overhead. 
 

Goomoolahra Falls and picnic area was our 
next stop.  Along the short walk through the 
picnic area to the falls were large clumps of  
Cunjevoi (Alocasia brisbanensis) and  
Spear or Gymea  Lily (Doryanthes palmeri).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             Amongst the grasses we found a shelter – probably used by pademelons.  

 



From the lookout are beautiful 
views north-west across the 

canyon and  
east to the Pacific Ocean. 

 
Near the lookout, Susan pointed out two 
small terrestrial orchids, a very tiny 
mosquito orchid and greenhood orchid. 
Since identified by Susan most likely to be 
Acianthus pusillus and Pterostylis 
hispidula.   Finding these little orchids 
made Susan and Julie’s day.   
The cameras were snapping! 

 
We had other areas on the agenda to visit but it started raining quite 
heavily so decided to leave Springbrook and see if conditions were any 
better in the Numinbah Valley.  They were.   
We pulled into Forest Park Picnic Area on the banks of the Nerang River.  
The trees by the river showed signs of the recent flooding, the debris in 
them well above our heads.  Not many birds recorded but the Forest 
Kingfisher spotted by a very excited Gloria was a good to add to the list.   

 
There were some beautiful 
large blue damselflies on the 
rocks  in the river, first thought 
to be dragonflies because of 
their size.    
They turned out to be  
Sapphire Rockmaster  
(Diphlebia coerulescens)  
and  Arrowhead Rockmaster  
          (D, nymphoides).   
There is a lot of info about 
them on the net and some    

      stunning photos.    
 
       Just Google it!     
  
 
We had afternoon tea and called it a day.   
The rain caught up with us again.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Native Flora for the day...   
        

Greenhood Orchid 
Mosquito Orchid 

 



 
                            Bird list as follows: 

 
Apple Tree Park 
Bowerbird, Satin 
Crow, Torresian 
Cuckoo-Dove, Brown 
Currawong, Pied 
Friarbird, Noisy 
Honeyeater, Lewin’s 
Honeyeater, White-throated 
Honeyeater, Yellow-faced 
King-Parrot, Australian 
Kookaburra, Laughing 
Lorikeet, Rainbow 
Robin, Eastern Yellow 
Shrike-thrush, Grey 
Thornbill, Brown 
Treecreeper, White-throated 
Whipbird, Eastern 
 
 
 
The Settlement  Camping Area 
Butcherbird, Pied 
Cicadabird 
Coucal, Pheasant 
Duck, Pacific Black 
Fairy-wren, Superb 
Finch, Double-barred 
Finch, Red-browed 
Flycatcher, Leaden 
Honeyeater, Lewin’s 
Kite, Black-shouldered 
Kookaburra, Laughing 
Logrunner 
Miner, Noisy 
Pardalote, Spotted 
Pigeon, Brown 
Pigeon, Topknot 
Pigeon, White-headed 
Rosella, Crimson 
Rosella, Eastern 
Scrubwren, Large-billed 
Silvereye 
Spinebill, Eastern 
Swallow, Welcome 
Thornbill, Brown 
Thrush, Bassian 
Treecreeper, White-throated 
Whistler, Golden 
 
 
 
Best of All Lookout 
Falcon, Peregrine 
Scrubwren, Yellow-throated 
Whistler, Golden 
 
 
 
 
 

Roadside 
Duck, Australian Wood- 
Duck, Pacific Black 
Grebe, Australasian 
Lapwing, Masked 
 
 
Goomoolahra Falls 
Crow, Torresian 
Currawong, Pied 
 
 
Forest Park Picnic Area 
Numinbah Valley 
Bowerbird, Satin 
Cormorant, Little Pied 
Drongo, Spangled 
Flycatcher, Leaden 
Honeyeater, Lewin’s 
Kingfisher, Forest 
Pardalote, Spotted 
Treecreeper, White-throated 
Whipbird, Eastern 
 

Total of 
47 Bird Species for the day 

 


